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PROFESSIONAL  EXPERIENCE: 

 

(2026 – present) Staff, Salida Book Club 

I recently accepted a position as a part-time employee of the newly opened bookstore in 

downtown Salida, Colorado. Some of my friends in the community have been running the Salida 

Book Club as a pop-up for the last couple of years, and I’m thrilled to help them realize their 

dream of opening the brick-and-mortar shop our little mountain town has sorely needed.  

 

(2014 – present) Owner, Stay In Salida Property Management 

A few years after moving from Kansas to Salida, CO, I paused my teaching career in order to 

develop a business that could sustain me here in this little mountain town. At that time, there was 

no local college teaching opportunity that wasn’t online, and I wanted to connect with the town I 

now call home.  

 

(2014 – 2019) Staff Writer, Chaffee County Early Childhood Council 

Until the end of 2019, I was writing a regular column for the local Early Childhood Council. My 

articles ran almost monthly in Salida’s newspaper, The Mountain Mail.  

 

(2010-2013) Reporter, The Mountain Mail 

I worked as a staff writer and reporter for The Mountain Mail in Salida, covering issues 

pertaining to local schools and county government. I still write occasionally for The Mountain 

Mail when they feel a particular story would be best treated by my specific skill set.  

 

(2006-2015) Faculty, University of Phoenix 

 I taught both ground and online communication courses for the University of Phoenix 

continuously for eight years, beginning with my mentorship courses in March of 2008.  

 

(2001-2006) Communications Instructor, Wichita State University; Northeastern 

University, Boston, MA  

Both at Northeastern and at Wichita State, I was awarded Graduate Teaching Assistantships.  

While completing my own studies, I taught two courses per semester of college English. I also 

worked as a tutor and coach in the “Writing Lab” at both universities.  

 

(2001-2019) Editor, Atalaya Global Translation Company 

Both during and after my graduate schooling, I worked continuously as a freelance proofreader 

and editor for Atalaya Global, a translation company based in Santa Fe, NM.  In that capacity, I 

was responsible for ensuring the grammatical, syntactical, and logical coherence of thousands of 

documents that have been translated into English.  
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(2009) Learning Assistant and Writing Tutor, University of Phoenix, Wichita campus 

I conducted New Student Orientation sessions, which consist of a Power Point presentation 

introducing new students to the university’s website, course design and structure, university 

policies, and online learning in general. I also assisted individual students with courses and/or 

assignments they were struggling with on an as-needed basis.  

 

(2001-2005) Graduate Teaching Assistant, Wichita State and Northeastern Universities 

Both at Northeastern and at Wichita State, I was awarded Graduate Teaching Assistantships.  

While completing my own studies, I also taught two courses per semester of college English. 

 

 

 

EDUCATION: 

 

 (2005) Master’s Degree in English literature - begun at Northeastern University in Boston, 

MA, and completed at Wichita State University in Wichita, KS 

 

(2001) Bachelor's Degree, Major in English - Thomas More College of Liberal Arts, 

Merrimack, NH, and Rome, Italy 

 

 

 

AWARDS AND PUBLICATIONS 

 

 

(2022-present) I have prose and poetry published in Voices, Tangled Locks, Red Ogre Review, 

Bear Paw Arts Journal, Bangalore Review, and Poetry Festival. Some of these pieces are slated 

to become part of an essay collection about growing up steeped in a Midwestern Catholic culture 

that was as devout as it was dysfunctional, and the years-long work of unveiling the blind spots 

and baked-in assumptions such an upbringing created in my worldview. The collection has two 

working titles, which may become chapter titles or be changed altogether, depending on where 

the book project takes me. Those working titles are “Owned and Operated” and “Broke as Folk 

and Woke as Fuck.” 

 

(2015-2023) I served as an occasional contributor to Colorado Central Magazine for several 

years, offering reporting pieces and columns.  

 

(2010) My short story, “What You Hold Bound,” earned a Best Start award from Glimmer Train 

Press, Inc. 
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(2009) My article on the local (to Wichita) non-profit organization, The Guadalupe Clinic, was 

published in the October, 2009, edition of Designing Wealth Magazine. The article’s intent was 

to spread awareness, especially among the affluent readership of said magazine, of a local 

charitable clinic that offers healthcare to the uninsured. It can be viewed at the following address: 

http://bkhmedia.com/Compliance/Compliance_Oct_2009.pdf . 

 

(2008)  My academic essay, entitled “Biblical References in Toni Morrison's Song of Solomon,” 

was published in issue 40 of the journal Onoma: Journal of the International Council of 

Onomastic Sciences. This essay is not available freely online since it was published in an 

academic journal, but I will be happy to provide the publisher’s offprint if it is desired. 

 

 (2007) My article, “On Geography and Pedagogy,” appeared in the e-journal Lore: An E-

Journal for Teachers of Writing.  

 

(2006)  My essay, “Pius Aeneas: The Anachronous, Untutored, Temporary Stoic,” won the Best 

Essay Contest for Mikrokosmos literary magazine. 

 

(2005)  I was awarded the prize for "Best Graduate Student Essay" at the Emporia State 

University conference on Culture and Literature for my essay on Sherman Alexie's writings. 

 

(2004)  I coordinated and directed a panel (consisting of four essay-presenters) on the topic of 

John Donne's poetry at the SCMLA conference held in New Orleans. 

 

(2003)  I wrote and delivered a presentation about Herman Melville's Moby Dick at the annual 

SCMLA (South Central Modern Language Association) conference, held that year in Hot 

Springs, AR. 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL AND CHARACTER REFERENCES 

 

Cailey McDermott, Editor in Chief, Mountain Mail, and Colorado Central Magazine 

(719) 239-4866 

 

Deb Bass, Owner, Salida Book Club 

(719) 239-1744 

 

Angela Kirkman, owner of Atalaya Global, one of my current employers 

(505) 603-7872 

 

Maria Frevert, supervisor and project manager at Atalaya Global 

(316) 619-0048 
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